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UPCOMING EVENTS:

August  22 -24

LATE  SUMMER CRUISE

Rock  Ha l l  Land ing  Ma r i na

R o c k  H a l l ,  M D

September  19 -21

ANNUAL  JUDGING

Harbo rv i ew  Mar i na

Ba l t imo re ,  MD

33333
years of
classic
boating

The View from the Bridge
We  h a d  a  f a b u l o u s  s t a r t  t o  o u r  b o a t i n g  s e a s o n  w i t h  t w o  g r e a t  r e n d e z v o u s .   Thanks  t o

a l l  w h o  a t t e n d e d  t h e  F l a g  R a i s i n g  o r  Wo r t o n  C r e e k  r e n d e z v o u s .   T h i s  g r e a t

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  o u r  e v e n t s  i s  t h e  k e y  t o  o u r  c l u b  s u c c e s s !

My  s ince re  t hanks  t o  F /C  B i l l  Reyno lds  and  h i s  w i f e  Robyne  fo r  t he  p l ann ing  and

execu t ion  o f  two  ou t s t and ing  weekends .   A l so  my  thanks  t o  Gove rno r  John  Du t ton

who  a s s i s t ed  F /C  Reyno lds .

A l so ,  t hanks  t o  eve ryone  who  took  t he  t ime  t o  do  t he  on - l i ne  su rvey  t ha t  was

ema i l ed  t o  eve ryone .   We  g o t  s u c h  a n  e x c e l l e n t  r e s p o n s e  w h i c h  w a s  a  v a l u a b l e  t o o l

fo r  t he  Long  Range  P l ann ing  Commi t t ee .  Thanks  t o  t he  member s  o f  ou r  L .R .P.C .  f o r

the i r  t ime  and  e ffo r t s  i n  r ev i ewing  t he  su rvey  da t a  and  mak ing  r ecommenda t ions  t o

t h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s .   S p e c i a l  t h a n k s  t o  G o v.  M i k e  T h i e l k e  w h o  a c t e d  a s

F a c i l i t a t o r  f o r  t h e  L . R . P. C .  a n d  w h o  d i d  a  t r u l y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  j o b .   E a c h  i t e m

sugges t ed  v i a  t he  su rvey  was  app roved  by  t he  commi t t ee  and  t hen  t he  commi t t ee

r ecommenda t i ons  we re  r ev i ewed  by  t he  Boa rd  o f  Gove rno r s .

Many  o f  t he  r ecommenda t ion  have  a l r eady  been  imp lemen ted  wh ich  w i l l  make  u s  a

b e t t e r  c l u b .   As  a lways ,  i f  you  have  sugges t i ons  o r  conce rns ,  p l ea se  con t ac t  me .

Your  Commodore ,  Mike  Ha ines

Vice  Commodore  Report :  D a v e  O c h i p i n t i
T h a n k s  t o  a l l  t h e  n e w  m e m b e r s  w h o  a t t e n d e d  t h e  p a s t  t w o  R e n d e z v o u s .  T h e  r e c e n t  Wo r t o n

c r e e k  r e n d e z v o u s  w a s  s p e c t a c u l a r  i n  e v e r y  w a y.  T h e  w e a t h e r  w a s  g o o d ,  a l t h o u g h  a  l i t t l e

w a r m ,  t h e  m a r i n a  w a s  v e r y  a c c o m m o d a t i n g ,  t h e  f o o d  w a s  g r e a t ,  a n d  e v e r y o n e  e n j o y e d

t h e m s e l v e s .  I  h a v e  a t t e n d e d  m a n y  a  r e n d e z v o u s  a n d  t h i s  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t .  T h a n k s  t o  B i l l

a n d  R o b y n  R e y n o l d s  f o r  a n  e x c e l l e n t  j o b .

T h e  a t t e n d a n c e  f r o m  t h e  n e w  m e m b e r s  w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  e n c o u r a g i n g  a s  w e  a r e  c o n t i n u a l l y

look ing  fo r  new  and  ac t i ve  member s .  I n  l ook ing  back  a t  ou r  member sh ip  a r ch ive s  I  was

su rp r i s ed  t o  s ee  t ha t  i n  2005  we  had  90  member s  ve r su s  t he  72  member s  we  have  t oday.    I t

s eems  t ha t  we  have  more  ac t i ve  member s  now based  on  a t t endance  a t  t he  l a s t  two  even t s ,

w h i c h  i s  g r e a t  b u t  w e  c a n  a l w a y s  u s e  m o r e  m e m b e r s .  We  have  had  a  f ew  more  r e f e r r a l s  f r om

ac t i ve  member s  t h i s  pa s t  mon th  and  hope  t o  be  add ing  t o  ou r  r anks  soon .

I  g u e s s  m y  p o i n t  i s  a n d  h a s  b e e n  a l l  y e a r  t h a t  h a p p y  m e m b e r s  a r e  o u r  b e s t  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  a n d

g r e a t e s t  s o u r c e  f o r  n e w  m e m b e r s .  S o  t a k e  a  l o o k  a r o u n d  y o u r  m a r i n a ,  c u l l  y o u r  a d d r e s s

books ,  pu l l  ou t  t he  Chr i s tmas  l i s t  f o r  pos s ib l e  member s  and  l e t  me  know i f  you  t h ink  t hey

m i g h t  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  j o i n i n g .  I  w i l l  b e  h a p p y  t o  c o n t a c t  a n y  p e r s p e c t i v e  m e m b e r  a n d

a n s w e r  a n y  q u e s t i o n s .   E v e r y o n e  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e s t  o f  t h e  s e a s o n  a n d  I m  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o

s e e i n g  m a n y  o f  y o u  a t  R o c k  H a l l  i n  A u g u s t .

August  22 -24  LATE SUMMER CRUISE  RENDEZVOUS

Dinne r  w i l l  be  he ld  a t  Osp rey  Po in t  Ma r i na

Rock  Ha l l  Land ing  Ma r i na   -  Rock  Ha l l ,  MD

1971 - 2008
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Fleet Captain Report
First a note on the recent Worton Creek Rendezvous: by all accounts, it was a success, 19 boats
present and 53 members and guests attended the luau dinner function and there were about as
many at the cocktail party on Friday night. This was the first event that Dale and DeeAnn Harris’
“Mon Ami” was present, and the vessel is all that was promised during her years of renovation as
Dale and DeeAnn patiently attended functions without her, spectacular overall and in detail.
John and Merrill Dutton’s “Hope” suffered a leak at the port chine. She was hauled ashore by Worton
Creek Marina on Friday, repairs actually initiated that day and completed the following morning,
and the vessel re-floated.  That is old fashioned working boat yard service!  I remember this from the
1960’s working in my father’s boat yard, common then, but not now.  Kudos to John and Libby
Patnovic who own the yard and their shipwright. By the way, John and Libby attended the cocktail
party and the luau dinner and were great guests.  They noted they were more than happy to have us
and hope we will return.  They and the owner of the on-scene restaurant Harbor House were
amazed at the turnout, far more numbers than other visiting yacht clubs so far this year. Thank you
to all who attended. As always, it is the participation of the members and their willingness to “dress
ship” that makes it a stand-out event.
We got compliments from members and staff at the Baltimore Yacht Club on our flag raising event,
which was a very successful rendezvous and carried out sharply by the members.The invitations
were sent out for the late summer rendezvous at Rock Hall.  Please note that slip accommodations
are limited (approximately 15 slips are available) so please send in your reservations early to assure
a slip at Rock Hall Landing.  If and when these are filled, we will attempt to see if other accommo-
dations can be made at nearby Waterman’s Crab House of Rock Hall Landing Marina but this
cannot be guaranteed and the slip rates may vary. The invitations to the final rendezvous will be sent
out after the Rock Hall event. This will contain information on the festival and other particulars to
be held at Harborview Marina in Baltimore.  We are awaiting some specifics on the  festival from
Rear Commodore Ulsaker. Past Commodore Horst is working on having classic cars on display at
the very wide concrete pier as a tie in.We look forward to seeing you in August at Rock Hall for a
fun-filled weekend. Until then, be safe and enjoy the summer on your spectacular vessels with your
friends and family. That’s what it is all about!
F/C Bill Reynolds
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Al t e rna t i v e  f o rma t  f o r  annua l  j udg ing

T h e  C Y C A board  o f  d i rec to r s ,  based  on  t he  re s u l t s  o f  t h e

member  su rv e y  a n d  t h e  re c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  l o n g  r a n g e

p l a n n i n g  c o m m i t t e e ,  h a s  d e c i d e d  t o  t ry  a  d i f f e re n t  f o r m a t

than traditional judging in order to encourage greater participation

by members and reduce some of the stress of formal competition.

T h i s  y e a r  t h e  S e p t e m b e r  re n d e z v o u s  w i l l  b e  a  f e s t i v a l  o f

c l a s s i c  a n d  a n t i q u e  b o a t s .  T h e  m a r i n a  w i l l  b e  o p e n  t o  t h e

p u b l i c  a n d  o u r  b o a t s  w i l l  b e  o n  d i s p l a y. E a c h  p a r t i c i p a t i n g

m e m b e r  w h o  a t t e n d s  t h e  re n d e z v o u s  w i t h  t h e i r  b o a t  w i l l  b e

awarded an attractive plaque commemorating the 2008 Festival

o f  C lass i c  Yach t s .  Add i t iona l l y,  t here  w i l l  be  s i x  ca tegor i e s

o f  M e m b e r ’s  Cho i ce  awards :

w  Under  40 f t :  wood

w  Under  40 f t :  non  wood

w  O v e r  4 0 f t :  w o o d

w  O v e r  4 0 f t :  n o n  w o o d

w  R u n a b o u t s / L a u n c h e s

w  S a i l b o a t s

Each  member  wi l l  be  g iven  a  ba l lo t  l i s t ing  the  s ix  ca tegor ies

u p o n  a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  R e n d e z v o u s .  P l e a s e  m a k e  a n  e f f o r t  t o

v i e w  a l l  t h e  C Y C A  b o a t s  a t t e n d i n g  s o  t h a t  y o u  c a n  h a v e  a

f a i r  b a s i s  f o r  v o t i n g  y o u r  c h o i c e s .  Yo u  c a n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  v o t e

fo r  your  own  boa t  and  I  wou ldn ’t  b l a m e  y o u  i f  y o u  d i d !   I

wou ld  appre c i a t e  i t  i f  y o u  d e p o s i t  y o u r  b a l l o t  i n  a  b o x  o n

t h e  s t e r n  o f  F l y e r  b y  1 p m  o n  S a t u rd a y. T h e re  w i l l  a l s o  b e

an  oppor t u n i t y  d u r i n g  t h i s  rendezvous  f o r  member s  w i th

t h e i r  b o a t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a  F l e e t  R e v i e w.  S e v e r a l  o f  o u r

members  who are  experts  in  res torat ion ,  mechanical  sys tems

and f in ishes  wi l l  be  avai lable  Saturday  f rom 9am to  12:30pm

to  inspec t  your  boat ,  answer  ques t ions  and o f fer  f ree  advice!

P l e a s e  i n d i c a t e  i n  t h e  s p a c e  p ro v i d e d  o n  t h e  re se r v a t i o n

f o r m  y o u  re t u r n  t o  t h e  F l e e t  C a p t a i n  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  y o u

are  i n t e re s t e d  i n  t h i s  a c t i v i t y.  I t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  y o u r

b o a t  b e  i n  p r i s t i n e  c o n d i t i o n  a s  t h i s  i s  n o t  j u d g i n g .  T h e

exper t s  w i l l  p ro v i d e  c o m m e n t s  a n d  re c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t h a t

s h o u l d  b e  h e l p f u l  i n  y o u r  q u e s t  f o r  t h e  p e r f e c t  b o a t ! O u r

Festival  rendezvous will  be l isted in the calendar of  September

e v e n t s  i n  t h e  N o re a s t e r,  a n d  C h e s a p e a k e  B a y  m a g a z i n e ,

a n d  w e  a re  h o p i n g  f o r  s o m e  c o v e r a g e  b y  l o c a l  m e d i a .  I  a m

l o o k i n g  f o rward  t o  s e e i n g  a s  m a n y  o f  y o u  a s  p o s s i b l e .  Yo u r

participation will be an opportunity to increase your knowledge

o f  re s t o r a t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s  a n d  t o  v i e w  u n i q u e  b o a t s  s e l d o m

s e e n  a n d  c o n v e r s e  w i t h  t h e i r  o w n e r s .

Chr i s  U l saker,  Rear  Commodore

Rear  Commo dore  R ep or t

Ship ’s  Sto re  News

T h e  C Y C A “ m o b i l e ”  S h i p ’s

St o r e  w i l l  b e  o p e n  d u r i n g  t h e

L a t e  S u m m e r  R e n d e z v o u s  a t

R o c k  H a l l  L a n d i n g  M a r i n a ,

Augus t  22 ,  2008 .

Look  fo r  a  g rea t  dea l  on

t h e  v e r y  d u r a b l e

C Y C A 35 t h Ann ive r sary

T- S h i r t s .

O n l y  $ 5 . 0 0  e a c h .

A  g o o d  s u p p l y  o f  a l l  s i z e s  w i l l

b e  a v a i l a b l e .  Stock  up  now.

Don’t  f o r g e t  t h a t  w e  h a v e  n e w

s tock  on

C Y C A  B e l t  B u c k l e s

$ 2 0  e a c h .

I t e m s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e

dur ing  the  Fr iday  even ing

Happy  Hour  ga ther ing .

P l e a s e  v i s i t  o u r

“Onl ine”  Sh ip ’s  Sto re !

T h e r e  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  a  h u g e

s e l e c t i o n  o f  i t e m s  w i t h  t h e

CYCA logo .

Add  your  own

p e r s o n a l i z a t i o n

i f  you  de s i r e .

C h e c k  i t  o u t .

ht tps : / /

www.captainsquartersuniforms.com/

c la s s i c_yc /main .h tml

Or  phone  the  he lp fu l  f o lk s  a t

C a p ta in ’s  Quar t e r s  Un i fo rms

(941 )  488 -1039 .
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Saga of Hope (As told by HOPE)

I  guess  you’ re  look ing  a t  t he  p ic tu re  o f  me  be ing  e scor t ed  to  the  “ha rd?”

Yes ,  w i th  t he  ga rden  hose  and  fou r  pumps  runn ing .  Bu t ,  be fo r e  I  t e l l

y o u  h o w  I  b e c a m e  s e a w o r t h y  a g a i n ,  l e t  m e  t e l l  y o u  w h a t  h a p p e n e d .  We

l e f t  N o r t h  E a s t ,  M D  a t  1 : 3 0  p m  o n  a  h o t  a n d  s t e a m y  F r i d a y  a f t e r n o o n

m a k i n g  o u r  w a y  t o  Wo r t o n  C r e e k  M a r i n a  t o  s p e n d  t h e  w e e k e n d  w i t h  m y

s i s t e r s .  T h e  w i n d  w a s  b l o w i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  s o u t h  a b o u t  t e n  k n o t s  w i t h  a n

o u t - g o i n g  t i d e .  S o  I  w a s  f e e l i n g  p r e t t y  g o o d  d o i n g  a b o u t  f o u r t e e n  k n o t s

wi th  my f r i end  Magnol ia  gu id ing  me  to  our  des t ina t ion .  My s te rn  s t a r t ed

f e e l i n g  a  l i t t l e  h e a v y  j u s t  n o r t h  o f  St i l l  P o n d  a n d  I  f e l t  m y  C a p t a i n

r u n n i n g  b o w  t o  s t e r n  o f t e n ,  l i k e  t w e n t y  t i m e s .  T h e n  I  h e a r d  a l l  t h e

p u m p s  r u n n i n g  a n d  t h e  “ I ’ l l  n e v e r  n e e d ”  11 0  v o l t  p u m p  r u n n i n g  o ff  t h e

i n v e r t e r.  M y  f r i e n d  S a r a h  h a d  t o l d  m e  t o  a l w a y s  c a r r y  o n e .  Wow,  w a s

s h e  e v e r  r i g h t  a b o u t  t h a t .

I t  w a s  h a r d  t o  t h i n k  w i t h  a l l  o f  t h e  r a d i o  c h a t t e r  g o i n g  o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y

s ince  I  knew some th ing  was  wrong ,  bu t  whe re  was  t he  wa t e r  coming

i n ?   Tu r n s  o u t  t h e  r a d i o  c h a t t e r  w a s  t h e  w a y  C a p t a i n s  a s s e s s e d  t h e

c h a o s  t h a t  w a s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  m y  b e l l y.  T h e  110  pump  was  moved  t o  t he

b o w  a n d  m y  s t e r n  w a s  m u c h  l i g h t e r.  Bu t  t he  wa t e r  was  s t i l l  coming  i n

somewhere  a t  t he  bow.  Wi t h  a l l  o f  t h e  p u m p s  r u n n i n g  I  w a s  s t a b l e  j u s t

a t  t he  t ime  we  t u rned  i n to  Wo r t o n  C r e e k .   B y  t h e  w a y  m y  C a p t a i n  w a s

h a n d l i n g  t h e  p u m p s ,  b u t  t h e  h e r o  f o r  t h e  d a y  w a s  m y  F i r s t  M a t e / P i l o t .

S h e  a l w a y s  c o m e s  t h r o u g h  w h e n  t h e  g o i n g  g e t s  t o u g h .

We  a r r i v e d  a t  Wo r t o n  C r e e k  a n d  M a g n o l i a  h a d  c o n t a c t e d  B e l l a  N a v e

who  had  been  i n  t ouch  w i th  a l l  t he  r i gh t  humans  t o  have  me  l ooked

o v e r  a s  s o o n  a s  I  d o c k e d .  S o  h e r e  I  a m  b e i n g  l e a d  t o  t h e  “ h a r d . ”  P l a c e d

in  t he  s l i ng  and  moved  t o  t ake  a  r e s t  f o r  e i gh t een  hou r s .  I  s t a r t ed

d r y i n g  o ff  q u i c k l y  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  r e a l l y  h o t ,  I  m e a n  r e a l  h o t .  S o  w h e r e

was  t he  wa t e r  coming  i n?  T h e  p o r t  c h i n e  b o a r d  h a d  g i v e n  w a y  a b o u t

f i v e  f e e t  s o u t h  o f  t h e  b o w.  A s t r e t c h  o f  t h i r t y  s i x  i n c h e s  w a s  e x p o s e d

a l l o w i n g  g a l l o n s  a n d  g a l l o n s  o f  w a t e r  t o  e n t e r.  A l m o s t  H e a v e n  l o o k e d

me  ove r  and  s a id  t he  wood  t he  ch ine  boa rd  was  f a s t ened  t o  l ooked

g o o d .  T h e  b i g  g u y,  h u m a n  t y p e ,  n a m e d  J o h n ,  l a i d  o u t  t h e  p l a n  t o  r e p a i r,

b u t  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  w a i t  u n t i l  m o r n i n g .  M y  F i r s t  M a t e  a n d  C a p t a i n

s l e p t  o n  b o a r d  t h a t  n i g h t ,  w h i c h  m a d e  m e  f e e l  l i k e  e v e r y t h i n g  w a s

go ing  t o  be  OK.  A f e w  o f  m y  s i s t e r s  h a d  i n v i t e d  t h e m  t o  s t a y  o v e r  o n

t h e i r  v e s s e l ,  w h i c h  w a s  r e a l l y  n i c e .

Saturday morning about  6:15 a.m. a  carpenter,  named Dan star ted repair ing

and  pu t t i ng  me  back  t oge the r.  M y  C a p t a i n  w a s  s t i l l  r u n n i n g  a r o u n d

f rom bow to  s t e rn ,  I ’m  no t  su r e  why.  Abou t  11 :00  a .m .  I  was  back  i n

t h e  w a t e r  w i t h  a  f i n e  n e w  l e n g t h  o f  m a h o g a n y  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  m i s s i n g

c h i n e .  I t  w a s  g r e a t  t h a t  a l l  o f  m y  s i s t e r s  h a d  w o r k e d  t o g e t h e r  a s  a  t e a m

t o  m a k e  t h i s  s t o r y  e n d  h a p p i l y.  Hope  t ha t  I  c an  he lp  t hem ou t  some  day.

S o  w h a t  a r e  t h e  l e s s o n s  o f  t h i s  t r u e  s t o r y ?  A l w a y s  r u n  w i t h  a  f r i e n d ,

c a r r y  a  110  pump ,  ge t  r epa i r ed  a t  Wo r t o n  C r e e k  M a r i n a  a n d  j o i n  a  g r e a t

c l u b  l i k e  C Y C A ,  ‘ c a u s e  t h e y  g o t  y o u r  b a c k .  H O P E  o u t .

HOPE ' s  Saga  r a i s e s  some  impor t an t  i s sue s  fo r

the rest  of  us  to  consider.  HOPE's  posi t ive outcome

cou ld  have  r e su l t ed  i n  t r agedy  fo r  o the r s .  Hope ' s

doub l e  hu l l  a l l owed  he r  t o  l imp  i n to  po r t .   I n  t he

ca se  o f  ou r  s i ng l e  hu l l  boa t ,  Rose ,  t he  l o s s  o f  a

board  could  cause  her  to  go  s t ra ight  to  the  bot tom.

There are many war s tor ies  in  our  club about  hol ing

a  b o a t  u n d e r w a y,  b u t  t h e  m o s t  t e r r i f y i n g  I  h a v e

h e a r d  i s  f r o m  E d  a n d  M a r y  B a h n i u k  w h o  h a d  a

boa t  ho l ed  i n  t he  ocean  60  mi l e s  o f f  s h o r e .  R e a d

a b o u t  t h e i r  a d v e n t u r e  i n  t h i s  i s s u e .

We  read  a r t i c l e s  abou t  t hese  th ings  in  magaz ines ,

bu t  perhaps  i t  i s  t ime  to  t ake  good  adv ice  to  hear t .

Our  o ld  boa ts  a re  wonder fu l ,  bu t  they  a l so  requ i re

c a r e  f o r  t h e i r  l o n g e v i t y  a n d  f o r  o u r  o w n  s a f e t y.

Fol lowing is  an excerpt  f rom a U.S.  Naval  Inst i tute

(USNI)  a r t ic le ,  “We’re  Sinking!”  by  Vincent  P ica .

W h e n  I  w r o t e  a b o u t  w h y  f o u r  o u t  o f  f i v e  b o a t s

s ink  a t  t he  dock ,  I  p romised  you  t ha t  t he r e  wou ld

be  ano the r  a r t i c l e  on  t ha t  5 th  boa t  –  t he  one  t ha t

s i n k s  u n d e r w a y.  Th i s  i s  f a r  more  dange rous  s i nce

y o u  a n d  y o u r  c r e w  a r e  a b o a r d  a n d  n o t  d r i v i n g  u p

to  t he  mar ina  t o  f i nd  you r  mas t  l i gh t  s t i ck ing  up

ou t  o f  you r  s l i p .

W h a t  D o  I  D o  N o w ? ?
1 .  P u t  Your  L i f e  Jacke t s  On .  R i g h t  a w a y,  d i r e c t  e v e r y o n e

t o  d o n  t h e i r  l i f e  j a c k e t s .  As  I  have  no t ed  be fo re ,  on  my

ves se l ,  I  h ave  a  heavy  wea the r / t ype -1  l i f e  j a cke t  on  t he

back  o f  my  he lm  sea t .  Ac ros s  t he  back ,  whe re  t he  c r ew  can

r e a d  i t ,  i t  s a y s ,  “ I f  y o u  s e e  t h e  c a p t a i n  p u t  t h i s  o n ,  t r y  t o

f ind  one  fo r  you r se l f . ”

2 .  Don’ t  Be  Bashfu l .  I m m e d i a t e l y  g e t  o n  t h e  r a d i o  a n d

ca l l  t he  USCG.  Te l l  t hem whe re  you  a r e ,  how many  peop l e

a r e  aboa rd  and  whe re  t he  wa t e r  i s  coming  f rom.  W h y  h o w

many  peop l e?  Because  i f  t hey  ge t  t he r e  a f t e r  t he  boa t  goes

d o w n ,  m a k e  s u r e  t h e y  p i c k  u p  e v e r y b o d y.  No  one  ge t s  l e f t

beh ind .

3 .  Stop  the  l eak .  I f  wa t e r  i s  coming  t h rough  a  ho l e  i n  t he

hu l l ,  t r y  t o  s top  i t .  J am towe l s ,  cush ions ,  ex t r a  l i f e - j acke t s

–  a n y t h i n g  –  i n t o  t h e  h o l e .  B r a c e  t h e  p l u g  w i t h  a  s h o u l d e r

o n l y  i f  y o u  h a v e  t o  ( y o u  w a n t  t o  a v o i d  h a v i n g  a n y b o d y

be low  when  t he  boa t  s i nks ) .  Use  a  spa r,  oa r,  b imin i  cove r

po le ,  boa rd ing  l adde r  –  any th ing  –  t o  j am your  p lug ( s )  i n to

t h a t  h o l e .  A n  o l d  s a i l b o a t e r ’s  t r i ck  i s  t o  j am  a  s a i l  i n to  t he

ho l e  f rom the  ou t s i de .  Le t  t he  s ea  p r e s su re  work  fo r  you .

No t  a  l o t  o f  power  b o a t e r s  c a r r y  s a i l s  o n  t h e i r  B a y l i n e r  –

bu t  i t  may  g ive  you  an  i dea .  You  won’t  s t o p  t h e  w a t e r  b u t

y o u  w i l l  l i k e l y  s l o w  i t .  I t ’s  go ing  t o  t ake  t ime  fo r  he lp  t o

a r r i v e ,  s o  y o u  h a v e  t o  s t a r t  d o i n g  t h i n g s  t o  b u y  y o u r s e l f

more  t ime .  Buy  t ime  by  s l owing  t he  i ng re s s  o f  wa t e r.  Yo u

may  have  t o  s l ow  down  to  con t a in  t he  wa t e r  p r e s su re  on

your  p lug  so  you  a r e  do ing  a  t r ade -o ff  he re  –  l e s s  wa te r  bu t

more  t ime  t o  sho re .  St a r t  w i th  l e s s  wa t e r  and  eva lua t e  who

i s  w inn ing  –you  o r  t he  s ea .

4 .  Trim the  Boat .  I f  y o u  h i t  s o m e t h i n g ,  i t ’s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e

ho l e  i s  i n  t he  fo rwa rd  pa r t  o f  t he  boa t  and  pos s ib ly  nea r

the  wa t e r l i ne .  Tr i m  t h e  b o a t  u p  a n d  t r y  t o  g e t  t h e  h o l e  o u t

o f  t he  wa t e r.  I f  y o u  c a n ,  y o u  w i n  a n d  t h e  s e a  l o s e s .

5 .  A n y  P o r t  in  a  Storm .  I f  y o u ’ r e  l o s i n g  t h e  b a t t l e  a f t e r

d o i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  a b o v e ,  b e a c h  t h e  b o a t  i f  y o u  c a n .  W h o

c a r e s  w h a t  h a p p e n s  t o  t h e  b o a t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ?  We  migh t  be

t a lk ing  abou t  l i v ing  o r  dy ing  now.  L i f e  f i r s t ,  p rope r ty  l a s t .

6.  Create a Ditch Bag .  If the situation continues to deteriorate,

s a y  y o u r  p r a y e r s  b u t  d o n ’ t  l e a v e  t h e  b o a t  u n t i l  i t  s i n k s  o u t

f rom unde r  you .  Bu t  have  a  “d i t ch  bag”  r eady,  i nc lud ing ,  i f

possible,  cel l  phone,  handheld radio,  fresh water,  dry clothes,

med ica l  k i t ,  f l a sh  l i gh t  and  f l a r e s .  I t ’s  a lways  good  to  have

a  d i t c h  b a g  r e a d y  w h e n e v e r  y o u  g o  “ o u t s i d e . ”  H i t  a  4 5 '

con t a ine r  t ha t ’s  f a l l en  o ff  an  ocean -go ing  ca rgo  sh ip  on  i t s

way  f rom Braz i l  t o  Ma ine  and  you  won’t  h a v e  t o  t a k e  y o u r

shoes  o ff  t o  coun t  t he  minu t e s  you  have  l e f t  on  you r  boa t .

W h e n  y o u  h a v e  a  l e a k  i n  y o u r  b o a t ,  s e c u r e  t h e  c r e w,  c a l l

f o r  h e l p  a n d  t r y  t o  s t o p  t h e  l e a k .  Yo u ’ re  t h e  c a p t a i n .
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Flag  R a is ing

Each  yea r,  we  beg in  ou r  s ea son  w i th

F l ag  Ra i s ing .  Mos t  o f  u s  have  been  t o

this  ceremony.   I t  is  that  one t ime during

which  we  t ake  a  f ew moment s  f rom our

busy  l ives  and schedules  to  pay  homage

to  ou r  f e l l ow  CYCA member s ;  t hose

s t i l l  wi th  us  and  those  who  have  passed

on .   We  pay  t r i bu t e  t o  t he  f l ag  o f  ou r

Country and that of our home base, Maryland.

Whi l e  i t  i s  a  t ime  t o  ge t  t oge the r  f o r  a

pa r t y,  i t  i s  more  abou t  t he  pa s s ing  o f

l i f e  and  t he  s t r eng th  o f  ou r  Na t i on  and

o f  ou r  C lub  t han  any th ing  e l s e .  I f  you

have never come, put  i t  on your schedule

fo r  nex t  yea r.  I  a s su r e  you ,  you  w i l l

have  a  l i t t l e  f r og  i n  you r  t h roa t  when

the  r ed ,  wh i t e  and  b lue  f l ag  i s  r a i s ed

and  t ha t  c annon  goes  o f f .

Your  Ed i t o r,

Che ry l  Spau ld ing
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W h e n  I  h ea r d  t h e  sto r y  o f  t h e  D u t to n  p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h e i r  b o a t  H o p e ,  I  r e m e m b e r ed  a  h a i r  r a i s i n g

sto ry  I  h ad  hea r d  f r o m  M a r y  a n d  Ed  B a h n i u k .   I  a s ked  Ed  to  w r i te  a b o u t  i t .   W h a t  h e  l earned  i s

g o o d  a dv ice  fo r  a l l  o f  u s .

LESSONS LEARNED

A s a youngster  I  rec i ted the Boy Scouts motto

as a mantra but really never understood the significance

o f  “Be  P repa red . ”  I t  i s  now  my  wa tchword  as  we

con t i nue  ou r  c ru i s i ng  expe r i ences .

March  1998 ,  Ma ry  and  I  l e f t  Panama  C i t y,

F lo r i da  on  “Mus ta rd  Seed” ,  ou r  42 ’  Grand  Banks ,

on a return t r ip  to Vi rg in ia.  We lef t  home s ix months

ea r l i e r  and  we re  f ee l i ng  p re t t y  comfo r t ab le  w i t h

the  boa t  and  i t s  sys tems,  maybe  too  comfor tab le .

The dec is ion was made to  cross the Gul f  o f  Mexico

and head fo r  Saraso ta  ra ther  than  take  the  longer

r im route  around the top o f  the  F lor ida  Panhandle .

A  p re -dawn  depa r tu re  was  p l anned  t o  t r ave l  t he

200  m i l es  i n  26  hou rs .  The  wea the r  gods  we re

sh in i ng  on  us  and  t he  deep  azu re  Gu l f  l ay  be fo re

us  f o r  a  much  an t i c i pa ted  l e i su re l y  c ru i se .

The seas were flat initially and we made excellent

p rog ress .  No th ing  s t ruck  the  f i sh ing  l i ne  we  were

t ra i l i ng  i n  hopes  o f  ca t ch ing  l unch .  The  eng ines

d roned  f o r  t he  f i r s t  e i gh t  hou rs  w i t h  l i t t l e  f o r  us

to  do  bu t  make  hou r l y  eng ine  checks  and  s ta re

a t  ou r  f i sh i ng  l i nes .  I t  was  ea r l y  a f t e rnoon  when

I  passed the  con  to  Mary  on  the  F lybr idge  to  make

an  a f t e rnoon  eng ine  room check .  I t  was  a  shock

to raise the hatch and see the steel deck submerged

in  sea  wa te r.  “The  au toma t i c  b i l ge  pumps  mus t

have  qu i t ”  was  my  i n i t i a l  r eac t i on  bu t  a  qu i ck

l ook  showed  wa te r  be ing  pumped  ove rboa rd  i n

a  s teady  s t r eam.  I  wen t  be low  and  t u rned  on  a

h igh  vo lume s tandby  pump tha t  was  p lumbed  and

w i red .  I  was  now  pump ing  a t  a  r a te  o f  40  ga l l ons

a  m inu te  bu t  no t  mak ing  much  p rog ress .  I  was

so focused on get t ing r id  o f  the water  and s topping

the  leak  tha t  I  fa i led  to  te l l  Mary  what  the  p rob lem

was.  She  was  on  du t i fu l l y  ma in ta in ing  course  and

speed .  I n  h i nds igh t ,  t h i s  was  my  f i r s t  o f  many

m is takes .

The  wa te r  i n  t he  b i l ge  had  r i sen  t o  abou t  14

inches .  Wa te r  was  com ing  i n  f as te r  t han  t h ree

pumps  cou ld  e l im ina te  i t .  I  even  pu t  t he  manua l

hand  pump  i n to  se rv i ce  wh i ch  me t  Coas t  Gua rd

requ i remen ts  bu t  p roved  to  be  too  d i f f i cu l t  t o  use

and  t oo  phys i ca l l y  demand ing  t o  ma in ta i n .  I  on l y

l as ted  abou t  f i ve  m inu tes  be fo re  g i v i ng  up  bu t

th i s  had  g i ven  me  t ime  to  ana l yze  o the r  po ten t i a l

solutions. The engines were humming away unaffected.

Why  no t   t ake  advan tage  o f  t he  eng ine  pumps?

I  c l osed  t he  Po r t  eng ine  sea  cock  and  removed

the  eng ine  wa te r  i n t ake  hose  wh i ch  had  t o  be

cu t  away  as  i t  was  f r ozen  on  i t s  f i t t i ng ,   A s  s o o n

as the engine pump star ted I  real ized how powerfu l

t hese  pumps  we re .  Even  t hough  t he  b i l ge  was

a f l oa t  w i t h  eve ry th i ng  t ha t  was  no t  secu re ,  t he

wa te r  l eve l  s t opped  r i s i ng .

Mary,  sens ing t rouble f rom my fa i lure to  re turn

tops ide ,  came be low.  She was wor r ied  I  had fa l len

ove rboa rd .  She  repo r ted  t ha t  t he  au top i l o t  had

fa i led .  Th is  was  the  f i rs t  o f  a  cascade o f  e lec t r i ca l

problems as the water surged throughout the engine

room.  Tak ing  s tock  o f  t he  seve r i t y  o f  t he  p rob lem

enab led  us  t o  cons ide r  wha t  was  happen ing  and

wha t  we  shou ld  do  t o  r ema in  a f l oa t  ( o r  ge t  he lp

i f  we  we re  unab le  t o  do  so . )   We  ca l l ed  t he  Coas t

Gua rd  w i t h  a  “Secu r i t e ”  message .   The  s ta t i on

a t  Apa lach i co l a  was  respons i ve ,  bu t  my  anx ie t y

level was increasing as the duty Yeoman apparently

was  f i l l i ng  ou t  h i s  f o rm  f r om the  ques t i ons  he

asked .  “How  many  peop le  on  boa rd ” ,  “Were  we

wea r i ng  ou r  l i f e  j acke t s ”  Th i s  was  t he  f i r s t  t ime

I had ever heard a CG off ic ia l  use that  term instead

of  the off ic ia l  PFD. “What  was our  locat ion” ,  “What

was  t he  co lo r  o f  t he  boa t ”… As  t he  ques t i ons

droned on ,  my anx ie ty  con t inued to  r i se .  I  passed

the  m ic rophone  t o  Mary  who  t ook  command  o f

t ha t  e l ec t ron i c  b l ack  box  f r om then  on .  I  t u rned

my  a t t en t i on  t o  f i nd ing  t he  sou rce  o f  t he  l eak .

Access  t o  mos t  po r t i ons  o f  t he  hu l l  on  t he

Grand  Banks  i s  made  by  remov ing  t eak  pa rque t

ha tch  covers .  The  wa te r  tha t  was  f i l l i ng  ou r  b i l ge

was t raced as  I  l i f ted  hatch a f ter  hatch.  The or ig in

o f  t he  l eak  was  d i scove red  i n  one  o f  t he  f ew

inaccess ib le  p laces  — under  a  ha tch  cover.  Proof

pos i t i ve  t ha t  Mu rphy ‘ s  l aw  i s  a  t r u i sm . .  I  f ound

a  p rod ig i ous  sp ray  emerg ing  unde r  t he  ba th  t ub

and beh ind  a  bu t t  b lock  ad jo in ing  two hu l l  p lanks .

Two  unsuccess fu l  a t t emp ts  we re  made  t o  s tem

the  l eak  w i t h  cau l k i ng  and  epoxy  pu t t y.  The  on l y

th i ng  t ha t  had  any  e f f ec t  on  t he  l eak  was  when  I

app l i ed  p ressu re  t o   t he  b l ock  w i t h  my  hand .

Eve ry th i ng  I  t r i ed  t o  j am  on  t op  o f  t he  l eak  was

to  no  ava i l .  I  w i shed  fo r  an  au tomob i le  j ack  when

a  t hough t  s t r uck  me  o f  an  imp rov i sa t i on  t ha t  I

cou ld  t r y.

I  p laced one o f  those orange foam l i fe  jackets

tha t  we a l l  car ry  to  comply  w i th  CG requ i rements ,

bu t  neve r  wea r,  ove r  t he  l eak ing  a rea  .Then  I

j ammed  a  de f l a ted  f ende r  unde r  t he  ba th tub  and

over the jacket.  Inf lat ing the fender appl ied enough

pressure on the butt  block to slow the water ingress

and  a l l owed  t he  t h ree  b i l ge  pumps  t o  ge t  ahead

of  the st ream. We were sea worthy for  the moment,

bu t  knew  i t  was  now  t ime  t o  l oad  t he  d i nghy  w i t h

emergency  supp l i es  and  l oosen  t he  t i e  downs

so  tha t  we  cou ld  make  a  qu i ck  depa r tu re ,  shou ld

the  l eak  wo rsen .

Mary  ma in ta ined  ou r  fo rward  p rog ress  a t  t he

he lm whi le  a l te r ing  our  des t ina t ion  f rom Sarasota

to  t he  nea res t  po r t  o f  Ta rpon  Sp r i ngs  t o  sho r t en

ou r  t ime  a t  sea .  Wh i l e  I  was  f uss ing  be low  deck ,

she  ma in ta i ned  rad io  wa tch  bu t  was  no  l onge r

ab le  to  ra i se  the  Coas t  Guard ,  and  the  on ly  rad io

t ra f f i c  was  s ta t i c .  A t  t h i s  po in t  we  we re  s i x t y

m i l es  o f f - sho re  w i t h  l i t t l e  hope  o f  r ad io  con tac t .

The re  we re  no  o the r  boa t s  i n  v i sua l  o r  ha i l i ng

d i s tance  — o r  none  t ha t  r esponded  t o  ou r  p l eas

fo r  ass i s t ance .

I t  had been over  an hour  s ince our  last  contact

w i t h  t he  CG when  we  had  adv i sed  t hem tha t  we

were  i n  dange r  o f  s i nk i ng .  I  was  now  anx ious

that we reestabl ish radio contact. Mary then noticed

tha t  t he  c rack l i ng  s ta t i c  had  a  pa t t e rn ,  eve ry

twen ty  m inu tes  t he  rad io  wou ld  come  a l i ve  w i t h

a  sho r t  bu rs t  o f  s t a t i c  be fo re  i t  wen t  s i l en t .  “ I

t h i nk  t hey  a re  t r y i ng  t o  con tac t  us  bu t  we  can ’ t

hea r  t hem. ”  B l i nd  t r ansm iss i ons  we re  answered

w i th  more  s ta t i c .  An  o l d  t r i c k  f r om my  A r m y  d a y s

when rad ios  were  a lways unre l iab le  came to  mind

and  I  made  ano the r  a t t emp t .  “Coas t  Gua rd ,  t h i s

i s  t he  Mus ta rd  Seed  t r ansm i t t i ng  i n  t he  b l i nd .  I f

you  can  hear  th i s ,  c l i ck  tw ice ”  We looked  a t  each

o the r  w i t h  s i l l y  g r i ns  as  ou r  ca l l  was  responded  by

two  c l i c ks  o f  t he  CG m ic rophone  bu t t on .  We  we re

now able to  communicate.  Mary ’s  hunch was correct .

They  cou ld  hea r  us ,  bu t  we  cou ldn ’ t  hea r  t hem.

We cont inued our  t ransmiss ions  by   mak ing  pos i t i ve

s ta tements  and request ing acknowledgements .  Th is

con t i nued  un t i l  we  go t  w i t h i n  r ange  o f  t he  sho re

base station when we made a complete report. Mustard

Seed  was  hau led  i n t o  Ta rpon  Sp r i ngs  whe re  t he

seam was properly caulked and sealed and our journey

c o n t i n u e d .

The  l essons  l ea rned :

1.  Husband and wife must be famil iar with operat ing

the  boa t  and  a l l  t he  sa fe t y  sys tems  on  boa rd .

2 .   Bo th  mus t  be  comfo r t ab le  and  know ledgeab le

w i t h  r ad io  p rocedu res .

3.   An “Abandon Ship”  package must  be assembled

in  one  con ta i ne r  w i t h   handhe ld  r ad io ,  f l a res ,

f l ash l i gh t ,  s i gna l i ng ,wa te r,  EP IRB,  e t c .  f o r  ready

ava i l ab i l i t y  i ns tead  o f  t r y i ng  t o  f i nd  whe re  you

las t  s t o red  t hem.

4.  “ Inf latable Fanny Pack” PFD’s THAT ARE WORN,

are better than PFD’s stored under a seat somewhere.

5 .   I f  a  p i ece  o f  canvas  can  be  f i xed  t o  t he  boa t

ove r  t he  s i de  a t  t he  app rox ima te  l oca t i on  o f  a

l eak ,  t he  p ressu re  o f  t he  wa te r  wou ld  f o r ce  t he

canvas   i n t o   t he  ho le  and  s tem the  f l ow.  We

subsequently rigged dingy cover with extra grommets

so  t ha t  i t  can  be  secu red  w i t h  l eng ths  o f  l i ne .

We  l ea rned  t ha t  l i t t l e  can  be  done  t o  s top  a  l eak

f rom the  i ns i de .  The re  was  no  means  o f  ho ld i ng

the  on l y  ava i l ab le  canvas  aga ins t  t he  hu l l  t o  t ake

advan tage  o f  t h i s  f i x .

6 .   We  l ea rned  t ha t  t he re  a re  r ead i l y  r emovab le

p lugs  t ha t  can  be  i ns ta l l ed  i n  t he  wa te r  i n t ake

hoses  to  enab le  the  eng ines  to  be  used  as  backup

b i l ge  pumps .

7 .   I  l ea rned  t ha t  t he  hand  wa te r  pump  wh i ch

was  l oca ted  unde r  t he  S ta rboa rd  doo r  s t ep  was

use less  as  an  emergency  pump  because  o f  t he

d i f f i cu l t y  and  phys i ca l  e f f o r t  r equ i r ed  t o  ope ra te

i t .

8 .   A “Lea the rman ”  u t i l i t y  t oo l  i s  an  i nva luab le

ins t rumen t  i f  i t  i s  on  you r  be l t  and  no t  i n  a  d rawer

s o m e w h e r e .

There are probably hundreds

of “Lessons Learned” in this

c lub.  Why not  write  about

y o u r s ?

J u st  send  an  Emai l  to

Sai l ingRose@verizon.net.


